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Welcome to the Section & Board Page ...
It is a pleasure and privilege to welcome readers to the page for the
Section and Board of Vascular Surgery of the European Union of
Medical Specialists (UEMS). Our goal for this page is to inform
the readers on a regular basis about activities and developments
initiated by the UEMS which are relevant to Vascular Surgery,
such as the accreditation of vascular surgeons, the development of 
a vascular surgical curriculum and CME or CPD. In this issue we
focus on the assessment of candidates to become Fellow of the
Board of European Vascular Surgery (FEBVS). The Executive
Committee of the UEMS Section and Board of Vascular Surgery
are looking forward to providing the readers with new information
and developments within the above mentioned areas.
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Fellow of the European Board of Vascular Surgery (FEBVS) Assessment
D.J.A. Scott, Chair of Assessment Board
The Section and Board of Vascular Surgery would like to
congratulate all those successful candidates who
achieved the FEBVS in Oslo in September 2009.
The FEBVS is currently undergoing major changes in its
structure and organization. This is being facilitated by
the formal link between the Section and Board of
Vascular Surgery and the European Society of Vascular
Surgery. The proposed changes are expected to take 5
years. The overall aims are: (1) to improve the quality
and transparency and (2) to ensure that it is robust and
comprehensive assessment of vascular/endovascular
knowledge and skill.
At the present time the assessment consists of several
parts including a Clinical Viva Voce of real cases on a
computer, an Academic Viva of a paper usually from the
EJVES and an Overall Assessment. In addition we have
two technical skills assessments: (1) Open Surgery
including SFJ Ligation, Peroneal Anastomosis and Knot
Tying and (2) Endovascular Assessment on the STRESS
machine. The latter has become a mandatory part of the
assessment for 2010 and beyond.
The first change to the assessment is the scoring system,
which has moved to a closed scoring system of 4 to 8
which are matched to descriptors that provide an overall
view of the candidates’ performance. Each assessor
scores the candidates independently. As a result 8 different
assessors see the candidate.
We have overhauled the clinical cases to bring them up
to date. The candidates are assessed in the areas of
(1) Aortic Aneurysms, (2) Lower limb Bypass, (3)
Miscellaneous e.g. Thoracic Outlet and (4)
Endovascular. 
The Academic Viva remains an assessment of a published
paper. The candidates have 30 minutes to read the
paper. They will then be assessed on their knowledge of
study design, methodology, statistical analysis including
power calculations, data interpretation and the impact
upon clinical practice. 
The Overall Assessment remains unchanged for the
present time and includes an assessment of indications
for major vascular surgery, CME for journals and
meetings, attendance at mortality and morbidity
meetings, publication and research activity, vascular
surgical training and the logbook. 
The Technical Skills assessments are focused around
basic and advanced surgical/endovascular skills. 
All these changes represent an exciting time for the
Section and Board of Vascular Surgery, and we are looking
forward to welcoming applications from interested
candidates.
Please note, that the deadline for applying for the FEBVS is
1 May 2010 and it is important that you comply with all
the eligibility criteria which can be found on our website
www.uemsvascular.com together with the relevant documents
to be used for applying for the FEBVS.
Application deadline:  1 May 2010
